Imperial China

Ming and Qing Dynasties



Creation Of The Ming Dynasty

Between the 14th and the early 20th centuries, two dynasties governed China:
the Ming and the Qing. Both dynasties took power during times of upheaval.

To restore order, they established strong, centralized rule and revived traditional
Chinese values, including Confucian ideals.

Disease and natural disasters had weakened the Mongol grip. Additionally,
feuds broke out within the government, leaving the countryside unprotected
against bandits and rebels.




Creation Of The Ming Dynasty

Led by Zhu Yuanzhang, a peasant uprising
successfully invaded the city of Nanjing. In 1368,
aided by gunpowder weapons, Zhu and his army
captured the city of Beijing, the Mongol capital in
China.

After destroying the Mongol palaces and forcing the
Mongol rulers to retreat north, Zhu took power and
established the Ming dynasty




Creation Of The Ming Dynasty

The new Ming emperor set out to restore traditional Chinese rule.

Under Ming rule, Confucian scholars were again elevated in Chinese
society. Classical art and literature were held up as models for artistic
expression.



Ming Expansion

In 1402, the emperor's son, Yong Le, took power. Like his
father, Yong Le continued to strengthen the Chinese state.

He also built a new capital at Beijing, which was enclosed \,
high walls and featured a great palace—called the ‘
Forbidden City—at its heart.

The new capital symbolized the power of the Chinese
empire. Beijing's location also allowed the emperor to focus m—
on the ongoing Mongol threat to the north.

Later Ming emperors also rebuilt the Great Wall, an ancient
defense against nomadic invaders from the north.




Ming Expansion

In addition, Yong Le expanded China's influence overseas. He
sponsored a series of great ocean voyages under the command of
Admiral Zheng He.

The main purpose of the voyages was to increase the flow of tribute
to China. For the Ming, the tribute system demonstrated Chinese
power. It bolstered their age-old belief that China, which they called
the "Middle Kingdom," was the center of the world.




Ming Isolation

Although the Ming voyages were great successes, the government
ended sea travel in the 1430s.

The expeditions were expensive, and China decided to focus
attention on defending its northern border against Mongol
invasions.

The decision also reflected the conservative Chinese view that other
cultures were inferior and had little to offer China. Increasingly, the
Ming rulers looked inward and isolated China from the rest of the
world.




Qing Dynasty

Ming rule lasted for nearly three centuries. By the early 1600s,
however, the Ming dynasty had grown weak and corrupt.

Famine and peasant rebellions ravaged the country. To the |
Chinese people, the Ming had lost the Mandate of Heaven, the
traditional right to govern.

In 1644, rebels invaded Beijing and overthrew the last Ming
emperor. Ming officials sought assistance from the Manchus, a
confederation of tribes from Manchuria, to fight the rebellion.



Qing Dynasty

However, the Manchus took advantage of the Ming dynasty's
weakness and seized the capital instead. They established a new
dynasty, the Qing, which means "pure."

Manchus were able to defeat the Ming in battle thanks to their
tactical maneuvering and the Ming's ineffective use of gunpowder
weapons.

the Chinese still saw the Manchus as foreign barbarians. Because
of this, the Manchus met strong resistance to their rule. Over
subsequent decades, however, they brought all of China under
their control.




Qing Dynasty

To remain in power, the Manchus adopted policies that
were both tough and generous.

They forced Chinese men to submit to their rule by
wearing their hair in the Manchu style, with a shaved
forehead and braided hair.

They also kept control of the military by reserving the top
positions for Manchus.



Qing Dynasty

At the same time, the Manchus showed respect for Chinese
traditions. They preserved the overall structure of Ming
government and ruled according to Confucian principles.

They supported the state exam system and allowed Chinese
officials to hold high positions in government. They
upheld the values of classical Chinese culture. In this way,
the Manchus gradually won acceptance from the Chinese
people.



Qing Dynasty

The Qing dynasty had two outstanding emperors. The first, Kangxi, ruled
from 1661 to 1722.

Under Kangxi, the Qing defeated the last of the Ming dynasty in 1683.

His grandson, Qianlong, gained the throne in 1735 and held power just as
long.

Both men were wise and capable rulers. They expanded the boundaries of
the empire and brought peace and prosperity to China.

Qing China became the largest and richest empire in the world.




Qing - Isolation And Decline

As in the past, most of China's wealth came from agriculture. But trade and commerce also played
an important role.

The Qing officially discouraged trade, while allowing it in limited form. They restricted European
traders to the port of Canton, in southern China, and showed little interest in European goods.

In 1793, Emperor Qianlong wrote to King George Il of England: "Our Celestial Empire possesses
all things in abundance. We have no need for barbarian products." Nevertheless, the Qing agreed
to exchange Chinese goods—including silk and tea—for silver from the Americas.



Qing - Isolation And Decline

For centuries, China had relied itself to meet its needs. But as global interaction increased and the
world began to change, this conservative approach hindered progress.

China rejected new ideas in science, technology, and economics that might have brought
increased productivity and wealth. Years of peace meant there was no drive or need for military
innovation, and the strength of its armed forces declined.

This reluctance to change left China vulnerable to the growing power of Europe. The Qing dynasty
lasted until 1912, but as a result of its policies, it was increasingly dominated by Western powers
in the late 1800s.



MING Vs QlNG

CHINA'S LAST DYNASTIES



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKfCFu62DWs

